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In this session, we discussed two 
major search strategies:

1. Using the Thesaurus
2. Combine searches

We found that by using these two strategies 
together, we were able to retrieve more 
specific results than when using our own 
terminology and “freehand” searching.



Choosing a database

• We choose PsycINFO from the drop-down menu on the Research 
Databases page: http://www.fielding.edu/library/databases/



Using Search Tools

1. Even though you can enter important search terms quickly here, we 
learned that the results were often only distantly related to your research 
and often too numerous to sort through.

2. We learned it is best to first utilize the search tools available, namely the 
Thesaurus and Search History.



Using the Thesaurus

1. Click on the Search Tools tab, if it is not already selected.
2. Click on the Thesaurus Tab, if it is not already selected.
3. In the Browse box, enter the concept you’re interested in. Our goal here 

is to identify the term used by PsycINFO. In some cases, the word you 
have in mind is different from the term used by PsycINFO.

4. If appropriate, use the term suggested by PsycINFO.  If you’re not sure 
that capital punishment is the same thing as death penalty, you can click 
on the term to read it’s definition.

5. Put a check mark in the box next to the concept of interest. Then click 
search.



Reviewing results

1. Make a note of how many results your search retrieves.
2. Review the titles and abstracts of a few results.  Did this search retrieve 

relevant results?  Are the articles actually about the death penalty?
3. Some articles may be available in Full Text.  Click on either “Full-Text 

Linking” or “Full Text available in other databases?” to determine if 
Fielding carries the journal and article you need.



Exploring thesaurus terms

1. Remember that you can “open up” a thesaurus term to learn how 
PsycINFO describes that term exactly.  Often you will find your terms 
belongs to a larger category (here “Behavior”) and may also include more 
specific, narrower terms---you may find a term you didn’t know you were 
looking for! Occasionally, PsycINFO may suggest related terms (not 
shown here).  Browse those as well.



Search history

1. Choose Search Tools.
2. Choose History/Combine Searches.
3. Review your search history.  You may have performed two or more 

searches, depending on how things went in the Thesaurus.
4. Choose the terms that together address the topic you’re interested in.  

Place check marks in these boxes.
5. Most of the time, you’ll approach a research question from multiple 

angles, that is, you’ll be looking for articles that address more than one 
concept.  In these cases, you’ll AND the relevant searches.  Here, we 
want articles that discuss both antisocial behavior and capital 
punishment.



Combining searches

1. In this case, combining the two search terms significantly reduced the 
number of results retrieved.

2. Nevertheless, these two results are exactly about the topic we’re 
interested in.  Note the Descriptors (the Thesaurus terms) assigned to 
these articles.

SOLUTION: Go back to the Thesaurus, and search for related terms.  Use 
your search history to perform new combinations of searches.



Marking records

1. In addition to being stored in your Search History, the search you 
performed is also listed at the top of your results.

2. When you find a citation to an article that looks good, mark the record by 
placing a check in the box next to it.  I’m looking for original research on 
the topic of gender and ethnicity; hence I did not select the first result: it’s 
a book review, not original research. 

3. You can then Save, Print, or Email the records to yourself.  Remember, 
you are not emailing yourself the articles themselves, just the records to 
them.  And, remember that for authentication reasons, you cannot click 
on any links provided in the email you receive.  Instead, use the Full Text 
Resources list to go back and find the articles.



Use the Full Text Resource List

1. Enter the title of the journal you need.
2. Choose Journals.
3. If we carry your journal, you’ll see which databases it’s available in (in 

this case, SAGE Journals Online).  Simply click on the database to enter 
it.  Search for your volume, issue, year.

When you have the citation to an article you need, use the Full Text 
Resources list to determine if we carry the journal and year you need. Find 
the Full Text Resources List here: 
http://www.fielding.edu/library/fulltext-resources/


