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Literacy vs. Competency

Literate
Acquainted with letters or literature; 
educated, instructed, learned.

Competent Suitable, fit, appropriate, proper.Competency requires critical thinking and 
advanced cognitive development
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Student as 
receiver of 
knowledge

Student as 
creator of 
knowledge

Perry, William G., Jr. (1970), Forms of Intellectual and Ethical Development in the College Years: A Scheme 

degree of competency



Content analysis of student contributions
Grammar? Links? Clarifications?



Student evaluation of contributions
Merit? Citations? Relevance?



Scientific method: 
Journey or destination?

1. Start.
2. Follow directions.
3. Finish.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_method



http://www2.kunaschools.org/kms/wiedenfeld/scientific_method.htmhttp://inquiry.uiuc.edu/

“We have come together to create 
tools… for discussing, 
understanding and fostering 
inquiry-based learning.”



http://www.visionlearning.com/library/module_viewer.php?mid=45

“learning modules that 
integrate text, multimedia, and 
other resources to make 
learning exciting”



http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/folicacid/excite/Files_in_use/steps_of_the_scientific_method.htm



Scientific method: 
Journey or destination?
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• Don’t build it and wait; go there.
– Hiring committees
– Curriculum committees

• They don’t make librarians like they used to.
– Teach research & competency courses
– Co-teach
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• Don’t build it and wait; go there.
– Hiring committees
– Curriculum committees

• They don’t make librarians like they used to.
– Teach research & competency courses
– Co-teach

• Foster digital participation
– Citation analyses
– Digital repositories
– Database navigation
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� Information competency = life-long learning
� Cross-campus collaborations
� Contribute to information science literature
� Upper level & graduate curriculum 
� Web as a learning platform
� Cognizant users of Web 2.0
� Digital collections
� Determine and refine service
� Whenever & wherever service



Complete resume at
ella.slis.indiana.edu/~kpolacek/kmpcv.htm


