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Euthanasia is a topic of hot debate in social, political, legal, 
medical, religious, and ethical arenas. It is one of those top-
ics that collection development librarians grapple with when 
striving to create authoritative, accessible, and useful collec-
tions. What are the best books, what journals are needed, 
and just what issues make up the debate? Kelly Myer Polacek 
has addressed the topic from a huge range of perspectives, 
keeping in mind both academic and public library needs. 
Her article supplies librarians with a critical understanding of 
the cases key to the current debate; a wealth of foundational 
articles, critical texts, and core journals important in shaping 
a reliable collection; and a framework for reference librarians 
to use when assisting researchers. Polacek obtained an MLS 
degree (with an emphasis in science librarianship) from In-
diana University’s School of Library and Information Science 
in December 2006. She also holds a master’s degree in the 
biological sciences, with an emphasis in science education 
and physiology. Polacek and her dog, Fran, are registered Pet 
Partners with the Delta Society.—Editor

Derived from the Greek terms eu meaning good, 
and thanos meaning death, euthanasia is the 
act of bringing death to another person in a rela-
tively painless way for reasons of mercy. Although 

euthanasia has historically been common practice in many 
societies, it remains one of the most controversial topics 
today. In 2005, Jack Kevorkian, also known as “Dr. Death,” 
was denied parole for his involvement in the assisted death 
of Thomas Youk. Terry Schiavo’s death, perhaps the most 
famous of 2005, was precluded by the unprecedented in-
volvement of her family, the media, and the federal govern-
ment. These recent events renewed public and professional 
interest in euthanasia, resulting in hundreds of publications 
on the topic.  

This flurry of publications contributed to the thousands 
of journal articles, books, magazine and newspaper articles, 
and Web sites already available. Although much of this ma-
terial is of unknown authority, valuable information indeed 
exists within professional, medical, and legal literature, as 
well as materials from advocacy groups, health resources, and 
government publications. This guide collects those resources 
and fills a gap currently existing among collection develop-
ment and evaluation tools. It is unique in its breadth of cover-
age, including biased and unbiased Web sites, databases, and 
scholarly and popular writings, which discuss the legal, ethi-
cal, philosophical, medical, historical, national, international, 
and practical issues surrounding the topic of euthanasia. It 
is a timely and comprehensive portal for a range of libraries 
and researcher needs.



Libraries with limited budgets can simply add the books 
listed here, and in doing so, meet the information needs of 
their users. The diverse perspectives of the materials listed in 
the guide can be considered by academic libraries with larger 
scopes and budgets and will supplement existing collections 
and fill any gaps in coverage. Public libraries can create a 
multiauthor, multiperspective collection with as little as two 
or three books by considering the selection of Greenhaven 
Press publications and works from famous cases listed below. 
This guide could also serve as a collection development tool 
for health science and medical libraries. Health practitioners 
will appreciate the currency of information available in the 
Internet sources and periodicals suggested, while the search 
strategies for databases make excellent starting points for aca-
demics and other researchers. Finally, even though assisted 
suicide is legal only in the State of Oregon, there are many 
methods, such as living wills and power-of-attorney, used to 
declare varying end-of-life intents. Those needing clarifica-
tion on the legality of these documents will also find practical 
information in this guide. The author thanks Lokman Meho 
and Douglas R. Brewster for help in the preparation of this 
manuscript.

Web Resources

Medical Web Resources

WebMD,  www.webmd.com. 
A comprehensive Web site with information for consum-

ers, patients, physicians, nurses, and educators. An excellent 
starting point to learn about terminal diseases and condi-
tions that might precipitate consideration of euthanasia. 
Useful search terms: euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, 
end-of-life. 

MedlinePlus, www.medlineplus.gov. 
Provides consumer-oriented information from the Na-

tional Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, and 
other government agencies and health-related organizations. 
Effective search terms are “end of life” and “living will.” Re-
sults of these searches provide links to internal and authori-
tative external sites related to: advanced directives, bereave-
ment, cancer, hospice care, caregivers, and assisted living. 

Health On the Net Foundation, www.hon.ch. 
Health On the Net (HON) Foundation is a nonprofit, 

nongovernmental organization dedicated to helping laypersons 
and medical professionals find reliable sources of health care 
information on the Internet. Only sites abiding by HON’s honor 
code are retrieved during a search. Use keyword: euthanasia.  

Organizations and Associations

National Right to Life, www.nrlc.org. 
This national organization is dedicated to the protection 

of innocent human life. Although known primarily for its 

desire to prohibit abortion, it is also involved in other life is-
sues such as living wills and euthanasia. 

International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Sui-
cide, www.internationaltaskforce.org. 

Addresses the issues of euthanasia, assisted suicide, ad-
vance directives, and pain control. Promotes the right of 
patients to receive medical care and compassion rather than 
physicians’ rights to engage in euthanasia. Particularly useful 
for users seeking legal information. 

The Hemlock Society, www.finalexit.org. 
The Hemlock Society began in 1980 when the wife of 

founder Derek Humphry took her own life with the help of 
her husband. The site contains information about and links 
to sites describing its members’ efforts to change laws and 
policy. 

Books and Audiovisual Material

Battin, Margaret Pabst. Ending Life: Ethics and the Way We Die. 
Oxford: Oxford Univ. Pr., 2005 (ISBN: 0-19-514027-3). 

Battin has been a contributor to the field of bioethics, 
particularly on the topics of suicide and euthanasia, for more 
than thirty years. This collection of her works includes his-
torical and cross-cultural essays, systematic pieces as well as 
fiction and creative nonfiction. Includes bibliography and 
index. Also consider her 1994 publication, The Least Worst 
Death (New York: Oxford Univ. Pr.)

Battin, Margaret Pabst, and Arthur G. Lipman. Drug Use in 
Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia. New York: Pharmaceutical 
Products Pr., 1996 (ISBN: 1-560-24843-2). 

This publication is unique in its discussion of the chemi-
cal and pharmacological properties of drugs used to end life 
and the physiological consequences of successful and unsuc-
cessful euthanazations.  

Dowbiggin, Ian Robert. A Merciful End: The Euthanasia Move-
ment in Modern America. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Pr., 2003 
(ISBN: 0-19-515443-6). 

A historical account of euthanasia in the United States 
during the last century. Dowbiggin traces the decades, pro-
viding accounts of the significant events of the euthanasia 
movement. Unlike the other materials in this bibliography, it 
includes a significant emphasis on eugenics and its role within 
the euthanasia movement. 

Dworkin, Gerald, R. G. Frey, and Sissela Bok. Euthanasia and 
Physician-Assisted Suicide. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Pr., 
1998 (ISBN: 0-521-58789-1). 

Three philosophers debate the ethics and legality of eu-
thanasia, the limitations of medicine, neglect of the dying, 
the Christian view against euthanasia, and the suicide “slip-
pery slope.”
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Gailey, E. A. Write to Death: News Framing of the Right to Die 
Conflict, from Quinlan’s Coma to Kevorkian’s Conviction. West-
port, Conn.: Praeger, 2003 (ISBN: 0-275-97713-7).

Using examples from mainstream publications, Gailey 
argues that the media has focused on the medical and legal as-
pects of euthanasia and ignored ethical and religious concerns, 
thereby promoting pro-euthanasia views and ignoring pro-life 
perspectives. This discussion of euthanasia from the perspec-
tive of media involvement makes this text a unique resource. 

Greenhaven Pr.: Opposing Viewpoints Series; At Issues Se-
ries; Current Controversies Series; History of Issues Series, 
2003–2006. 

These books contain collections of essays on issues related 
to euthanasia. The essays are written by different authors and 
placed adjacent to each other for easy comparison. Academics 
and professionals will appreciate that the essays are written 
by experts in the field. Although described as series for young 
adults, these books are useful for any reader new to the sub-
ject. Available in print or online via a subscription database.

Balkin, K., ed. Assisted Suicide. Current Controversies Series. 
Detroit: Greenhaven Pr., 2005 (ISBN: 0-7377-2198-7).

Espejo, R., ed. Suicide. Opposing Viewpoints Series. San Di-
ego: Greenhaven Pr., 2003 (ISBN: 0-7377-1241-4).

Haley, J., ed. Death and Dying. Opposing Viewpoints Series. 
San Diego: Greenhaven Pr., 2003 (ISBN: 0-7377-1224-4).

Medina, L. M., ed. Euthanasia. Opposing Viewpoints Series. 
Detroit: Greenhaven Pr., 2005 (ISBN: 0-7377-2005-0).

Nakaya, A. C., ed. Terminal Illness. Opposing Viewpoints 
Series. San Diego: Greenhaven Pr., 2005 (ISBN: 0-7377-
2964-3).

Snyder, C. L., ed. Euthanasia. Opposing Viewpoints Series. 
San Diego: Greenhaven Pr., 2006 (ISBN: 0-7377-2934-1).

Woodward, J., ed. The Right to Die. At Issues Series. Detroit: 
Greenhaven Pr., 2006 (ISBN: 0-7377-3439-6).

Humphry, Derek. Final Exit: The Practicalities of Self-Deliver-
ance and Assisted Suicide for the Dying. 3rd ed. New York: Delta 
Trade Paperback, 2002 (ISBN: 0-385-33653-5). 

A veritable guide to choosing and completing the act of 
euthanasia. Humphry’s guidance includes information about 
starvation, drugs and dosages, hospice options, a final check-
list, life insurance, durable power of attorney, and living wills, 
among many others. 

Humphry, Derek. The Good Euthanasia Guide 2004: Where, 
What, and Who in Choices in Dying. Junction City, Ore.: Norris 
Lane Pr., 2004 (ISBN: 0-97682831-6). 

In Final Exit, Humphry instructs readers how to commit 
suicide. In The Good Euthanasia Guide, he lists contact infor-
mation of right-to-die groups and describes ways in which 
an individual can seek (illegal) assistance in dying. He also 
discusses the taboo subject of euthanasia for the untreatably 
mentally ill.  

Kleespies, Phillip M. Life and Death Decisions: Psychological 
and Ethical Considerations in End-of-Life Care. Washington, 
D.C.: American Psychological Assoc., 2004 (ISBN: 1-591-
47067-6).

This book addresses the roles of patients, families, and 
mental health practitioners in end-of-life issues. From his 
perspective as a clinical psychologist, he discusses issues 
such as: communication between health care providers and 
patients; prolonging life, passive euthanasia, voluntary eutha-
nasia, and assisted suicide; end-of-life care options; informed 
consent; problems with Medicare; and other legal and ethical 
concerns. Useful for undergraduates and higher as a general 
text or reference source. 

Landmark Trials of Modern Ethics. Beverly Hills, Calif.: World 
Almanac Video. Distributed by Choices, 2002. 

This series of DVDs documents recent, ethically laden 
court cases. Of the five DVDs, three specifically address 
end-of-life issues. The following key Modern Ethics cases 
are included in this series: (1) “Michigan v. Anderson: A Right 
to Life or Death” 1-930545-77-0; (2) “In Re Michael Martin: 
A Battle over Life Support,” ISBN: 1-930545-81-9; and (3) 
“Michigan v. Kevorkian: The Ethics of Assisted Suicide, ISBN: 
1-930545-78-9. Documentaries contain some actual testi-
mony, interviews with attorneys, and stories from the persons 
involved. Each DVD is a complete documentary. From their 
homepage, Choices offers a free, three-page guidebook for 
instructional use, making these DVDs appropriate for high 
school and college students, as well as adults.  

Magnusson, Roger S., and Peter H. Ballis. Angels of Death: 
Exploring the Euthanasia Underground. New Haven: Yale Univ. 
Pr., 2002 (ISBN: 0-300-09439-6). 

This book describes the extralegal practice of assisted 
suicide and euthanasia by health care professionals, primar-
ily among AIDS patients in San Francisco, although some 
accounts are from Australia. Despite the limitations of scope, 
the perspectives on euthanasia provided by this book make 
it an excellent addition to a medical library.  

Quill, Timothy E. Death and Dignity: Making Choices and Taking 
Charge. New York: Norton, 1993 (ISBN: 0-393-31140-6). 

Quill, a professor of medicine and psychiatry, relates 
several personal stories about euthanasia as well as the roles 
and limitations of the Hippocratic Oath, aggressive medical 
treatment, limitations of comfort care, and advance directives. 
The book includes an example of a living will and health care 
proxy, as well as explanations of how they are used. 

Quill, Timothy E., and M. Pabst Battin. Physician-Assisted  
Dying: The Case for Palliative Care and Patient Choice. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins Univ. Pr., 2004 (ISBN: 0-8018-8070-X). 

This multiauthored book is a collection of essays defend-
ing physician-assisted suicide as one of several options avail-
able for those making end-of-life choices. Author contribu-
tions include perspectives on mercy; commentary on legally 
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practiced euthanasia; euthanasia and the law, particularly in 
Oregon and the Netherlands; and, political, philosophical, and 
religious issues surrounding the euthanasia controversy. 

Reference Sources

Brock, Dan. “Life-sustaining Treatment and Euthanasia; Part 
I: Ethical Aspects.” In Encyclopedia of Bioethics, 3rd ed. War-
ren T. Reich, ed. New York: Macmillian Reference USA, 2004 
(ISBN: 0-02-865774-8). 

By presenting them opposite each other, Brock clarifies 
many issues related to euthanasia such as: competence ver-
sus incompetence; ordinary versus extraordinary care; killing 
versus allowing to die; not starting treatment versus stopping 
treatment. He also explains different types of end-of-life care. 
Includes cross references and bibliography.

Clarke, Paul A. “Euthanasia.” In Dictionary of Ethics, Theology 
and Society. Paul A. Clarke and Andrew Linzey, eds. London: 
Routledge, 1996 (ISBN: 0-415-06212-8). 

A brief discussion of euthanasia in the contexts of Chris-
tianity, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Supreme Court. 
Includes references to specific Bible verses to justify various 
interpretations. Includes cross references and bibliography.  

Draper, Heather. “Euthanasia.” In Encyclopedia of Applied Eth-
ics. Ruth F. Chadwick, ed. San Diego: Academic, 1998 (ISBN: 
0-12-2270-7). 

This extensive article includes definitions of euthanasia 
and associated terms, detailed reviews of both passive and 
active euthanasia, and arguments for and against the permis-
sibility of euthanasia. Includes cross references, bibliography, 
and its own glossary. 

Evans, Glen, and Normal L. Farberow. Encyclopedia of Suicide. 
New York: Facts on File, 2003 (ISBN: 0-8160-4525-9). 

This encyclopedia has more than twenty terms in its index 
related to euthanasia. It includes a bibliography, cross refer-
ences, index, and an extensive list of national associations, 
institutions, organizations, and government agencies. 

Kohl, Marvin. “Euthanasia.” In Encyclopedia of Ethics. Law-
rence C. Becker and Charlotte B. Becker, eds. New York: 
Routledge, 2001 (ISBN: 0-415-93672-1). 

Article addresses euthanasia from three perspectives: a lib-
eral point of view, a conservative point of view, and an altruistic 
point of view. Includes cross references and bibliography. 

Vanderpool, Harold Y. “Life-sustaining Treatment and Eutha-
nasia; Part II: Historical Aspects.” In Encyclopedia of Bioethics. 
3rd ed. Warren T. Reich., ed. New York: Macmillian Reference 
USA, 2004 (ISBN: 0-02-865774-8).

Author describes euthanasia and its role through history, 
from Greco-Roman societies through present day. Addresses 
euthanasia in the historical contexts of Christianity and law. 

Significant component of article describes euthanasia as a 
part of medical practice before 1870, 1870–1945, and 1945–
1960s. Includes ninety internal and external references, and 
bibliography. 

“Euthanasia.” In West’s Encyclopedia of American Law. 2nd ed. 
Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2005 (ISBN: 0-7876-6367-0). 

Distinguishes between four types of euthanasia: passive, 
active, involuntary, and physician-assisted suicide. Briefly ad-
dresses historical and legal considerations. Includes sidebar 
focusing on physician-assisted suicide. Contains cross refer-
ences and suggestions for further reading.

Journals and Magazines

Unless otherwise noted, these titles are peer-reviewed and 
indexed in Medline.

Journals focused on euthanasia and suicide 

Archives of Suicide Research. Philadelphia: Routledge, 1995–. 
Quarterly (ISSN: 1381-1118). 

Death Studies. Philadelphia: Routledge, 1977–. Ten issues per 
year (ISSN: 0748-1187). 

Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior: The Official Journal of the 
American Association of Suicidology. New York: Guilford Pubs., 
1970–. Bimonthly (0363-0234).

Compassion and Choices Magazine. Denver: Compassion and 
Choices, 1980–. Quarterly (ISSN: 1541-1168). Not peer 
reviewed.

American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. Weston, 
Mass.: Prime National Pub., 1983–. Bimonthly (ISSN: 1049-
9091). 

Issues in Law and Medicine. Terre Haute, Ind.: National Legal 
Center for the Medically Dependent and Disabled, 1985–. 
Three issues per year (ISSN: 8756-8160).

Hastings Center Report. Garrison, N.Y.: Hastings Center, 
1971–. Bimonthly (ISSN: 0093-0334). 

Omega: Journal of Death and Dying. Amityville, N.Y.: Baywood 
Pub., 1969–. Eight issues per year (ISSN: 0030-2228).

Journals in which the most highly cited articles 
on euthanasia can be found:

New England Journal of Medicine. Boston: Massachusetts Medi-
cal Society, 1812–. Weekly (ISSN: 0028-4793).

Lancet. London: Lancet Pub. Group, 1823–. Weekly (ISSN: 
0140-6736). 

American Journal of Psychiatry. Arlington, Va.: American Psy-
chiatric Pub., 1844–.  Monthly (ISSN: 0002-953X).

Journal of the American Medical Association. Chicago: AMA, 
1883–. Weekly (ISSN: 0098-7484).
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Subscription Databases

Ovid MEDLINE, Ovid Technologies; PubMed, U.S. National 
Library of Medicine

 Both of these portals access MEDLINE’s database, which 
contains thousands of articles dating back to 1966. For suc-
cessful searching, use the following MeSH terms: euthanasia; 
euthanasia, active; euthanasia, active, voluntary; euthanasia, 
passive; suicide, assisted. Limit results to humans to remove 
veterinary-related publications. While Ovid MEDLINE re-
quires a password, PubMed is freely accessible to the public. 
PubMed includes links to some free articles as well as full-text 
articles available for purchase. Searching can also be limited 
to the Bioethics topic subset.

Web of Science, The Thomson Corporation
An outstanding database that allows for searching cited 

references. For successful searching, truncate and wildcard 
keywords such as: euthanasia, assisted suicide; limit results 
to humans; and perform cited reference searches on primary 
contributors to the field—including authors mentioned in 
this column. 

Ovid HealthSTAR, Ovid Technologies
This database (a continuation of the National Library of 

Medicine’s defunct HealthSTAR database) indexes articles fo-
cusing on the clinical and nonclinical aspects of health care. 
Its collection of journal articles, abstracts, and government 
documents dates from 1975. Subjects typically indexed in-
clude: applied health science, medicine, and nursing, among 
others. For successful searching, use the following MeSH 
terms: euthanasia; euthanasia, active; euthanasia, active, vol-
untary; euthanasia, passive; suicide, assisted.  

Lexis-Nexis Academic, Reed Elsevier
Lexis-Nexis Academic provides full-text newspaper ar-

ticles, magazines, and legal documents from national and 
international sources. Effective search terms include: eutha-
nasia and assisted suicide. 

Academic Search Premier, EBSCO. 
This general knowledge, multidisciplinary database con-

tains more than two thousand scholarly and popular writings 
on euthanasia. Subject terms: euthanasia (including option to 
explode); euthanasia, law and legislation; euthanasia, social 
aspects. Keyword “euthanasia” may also be used. 

Influential Authors and Articles

Bachman, J. G., et al. “Attitudes of Michigan Physicians and 
the Public toward Legalizing Physician-Assisted Suicide and 
Voluntary Euthanasia.” New England Journal of Medicine 334, 
no. 5 (1996): 303–309. 

Michigan physicians’ and residents’ opinions on the legal-
ization of euthanasia. Cited more than 160 times. 

Back, A. L., et al. “Physician-Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia 
in Washington State—Patient Requests and Physician Re-

sponses.” Journal of the American Medical Association 275, no. 
12 (1996): 919–25. 

Survey revealed physicians illegally assist patients when 
death is requested. Cited more than 195 times.

Breitbart, W., B. D. Rosenfeld, and S. D. Passik. “Interest in 
Physician-Assisted Suicide among Ambulatory HIV-Infected 
Patients.” American Journal of Psychiatry 153, no. 2 (1996): 
238–42. 

Results indicate that more than 60 percent of HIV-infected 
patients surveyed support policies favoring physician-assisted 
suicide. Cited more than 115 times.

Chochinov, H. M., et al. “Desire for Death in the Termi-
nally Ill.” American Journal of Psychiatry 152, no. 8 (1995): 
1185–91. 

Patients were interviewed to assess their desire for death. 
For a small percentage of subjects, desire for death was associ-
ated with pain or depression. Cited more than 265 times.

Emanuel, E. J., et al. “Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted 
Suicide: Attitudes and Experiences of Oncology Patients, 
Oncologists, and the Public.” Lancet 347, issue 9018 (1996): 
1805–10. 

Surveyed individuals’ opinions of physician-assisted sui-
cide in the cases of unremitting pain or depression. Cited 
more than 195 times.

Lee, M. A., et al. “Legalizing Assisted Suicide—Views of Phy-
sicians in Oregon.” New England Journal of Medicine 334, no. 
5 (1996): 310–15. 

Survey of Oregon physicians after passage of Oregon 
Death with Dignity Act revealed they had reservations about 
the practical applications of the act. Cited more than 170 
times. 

Meier, D. E., et al. “A National Survey of Physician-Assisted 
Suicide and Euthanasia in the United States.” New England 
Journal of Medicine 338, no. 17 (1998): 1193–1201. 

Survey revealed that although illegal, a small percentage 
of physicians have assisted in the death of at least one patient. 
Cited more than 190 times. 

Van der Maas, P. J., et al. “Euthanasia, Physician-Assisted 
Suicide, and Other Medical Practices Involving the End of 
Life in the Netherlands, 1990–1995.” New England Journal of 
Medicine 335, no. 22 (1996): 1699–1705. 

Review of end-of-life decision-making before and after a 
new procedure for reporting physician-assisted deaths. Cited 
more than 235 times.

Van der Maas, P. J., et al. “Euthanasia and Other Medical De-
cisions Concerning the End of Life.” Lancet 338, issue 8768 
(1991): 669–74. 

A truly influential paper; the first of its kind in analyzing 
and reporting the incidence of euthanasia among a popula-
tion. Cited more than 340 times.
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Famous People and Famous Cases

Nancy Cruzan

In 1983, 25-year-old Nancy Cruzan lost control of her vehi-
cle, was thrown from her car into a water-filled ditch, and was 
without oxygen for approximately fifteen minutes. She never 
recovered from the brain damage this caused and remained 
in a persistent vegetative state. Seven years and several court 
cases later, her parents were granted the right to remove her 
feeding tube, allowing her to die.

Colby, William H. Long Goodbye: The Deaths of Nancy Cruzan. 
Carlsbad, Calif.: Hay House, 2002 (ISBN: 1-401-90011-9).

Taub, Sara. “Departed 1983; At Peace 1990.” Virtual Men-
tor 3, no. 11 (2001). 13 www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/ 
category/6803.html.

Derek Humphry, Jean Humphry,  
and Ann Wickett Humphry

In 1975, Derek Humphry founded the Hemlock Society. 
When his first wife, Jean, became terminally ill with cancer, 
he helped her take her own life. Derek’s second wife, Ann, 
helped him write an account of this event (Jean’s Way). Later, 
Ann committed suicide. Resources listed here include materi-
als about or by any of the three individuals.

Humphry, Derek, and Mary Clement. Freedom to Die: People, 
Politics, and the Right-to-Die Movement. New York: St. Martin’s, 
2000 (ISBN: 0-312-25389-3).

Humphry, Derek, and Ann Wickett. The Right to Die: Under-
standing Euthanasia. New York: Harper, 1986 (ISBN: 0-06-
015578-7).

———. Jean’s Way. Updated ed. Junction City, Ore.: Norris 
Lane Pr., 2003 (ISBN: 0-96372807-5).

Marker, Rita. Deadly Compassion: The Shocking True Story of 
Ann Humphry’s Suicide. New York: Avon, 1995 (ISBN: 0-380-
72332-8).

Jack Kevorkian

Perhaps the most famous contemporary associated with eu-
thanasia, Kevorkian has been a proponent of euthanasia for 
most of his career. He has assisted in the death of one hundred 
or more individuals, some of whose competencies are still 
debated. Also known as Dr. Death, he is currently in prison 
for assisting in some of those deaths.

Betzold, Michael. Appointment with Doctor Death. Troy, Mich.: 
Momentum Bks., 1993 (ISBN: 1-87909-442-8).

Dzwonkowski, Ron and Detroit Free Pr. Staff. The Suicide 
Machine. Detroit: Detroit Free Pr., 1997 (ISBN: 0-937247-
73-1).

Kevorkian, Jack. “A Fail-Safe Model for Justifiable Medically-
assisted Suicide.” American Journal of Forensic Psychiatry 13, 
no. 1 (1992): 7–41.

Doctor Death: Medical Ethics and Doctor-Assisted Suicide. Princ-
eton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 1992.  
A twenty-eight-minute vidoecassette produced by Jack Kev-
orkian.

Kevorkian, Jack. Prescription—Medicide: The Goodness of 
Planned Death. Buffalo, N.Y.:  Prometheus Bks., 1991 (ISBN: 
0-87975-872-4).

Nicol, Neal, and Harry Wilie. Between the Dying and the Dead: 
Dr. Jack Kevorkian’s Life and the Battle to Legalize Euthanasia. 
Madison, Wis.: Univ. of Wisconsin Pr., 2006 (ISBN: 0-299-
21710-8).

Karen Ann Quinlan 

In 1975, Quinlan suffered irreversible brain damage when 
she lost consciousness at a party after consuming alcohol and 
valium. The New Jersey Supreme Court eventually granted 
her parents the right to remove her life support. Unexpect-
edly, Quinlan continued to live in a vegetative state for nine 
years until she died of pneumonia. 

Quinlan, Joseph, et al. Karen Ann: The Quinlans Tell Their 
Story. 1st ed. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1977 (ISBN: 0-
385-12666-2).

Quinlan, Julia. My Joy, My Sorrow: Karen Ann’s Mother Remem-
bers. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Pr., 2005 (ISBN: 
0-86716-663-0).

Colen, B. D. Karen Ann Quinlan: Dying in the Age of Eternal Life. 
New York: Nash Pub., 1976 (ISBN: 0-8402-1368-9).

New Jersey Supreme Court. In the Matter of Karen Quinlan: 
The Complete Legal Briefs, Court Proceedings, and Decisions in 
the Superior Court of New Jersey. Arlington, Va.: Univ. Pubs. of 
America, 1975 (ISBN: 0-89093-100-3).

Kinney, H. C., et al. “Neuropathological Findings in the Brain 
of Karen Ann Quinlan: The Role of the Thalamus in the Per-
sistent Vegetative State.” New England Journal of Medicine 330, 
no. 21 (1994): 1469–75.

Theresa Marie (Terri) Schiavo 

In 1990, 26-year-old Terri Schiavo collapsed in her apart-
ment from the consequences of an alleged eating disorder. 
She remained in a coma for ten weeks and was eventually 
declared to be in a persistent vegetative state. In 1998, her 
husband petitioned to remove her life support. Seven years 
and numerous legal battles later, she died shortly after the 
third and final removal of her gastric tube.

An Act for the Relief of the Parents of Theresa Marie Schiavo. 
Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Pub. Office, Public Law 
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Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003 (ISBN: 0-7425-1724-1). 
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ple, state referenda and executive orders) with explanations 
of how these laws affect individuals and a discussion of the 
consequences of possible future legislation.
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7876-7361-7). 

Chapter thirty-seven discusses right-to-die issues includ-
ing durable powers of attorney, euthanasia, and living wills.
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Pubs., 2004 (ISBN: 0-7355-4665-7). 

An updating loose-leaf with the latest legal information 
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End-of-Life Directives

How To’s, Forms, and Do-It-Yourself
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LegalDocs® Legal Documents Online. Click on “Wills and 
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